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On behalf of my siblings, Iris and Johan, I will
share a little about our dad from my perspective.
You may know him as Rev. Cyrus Lam - a minister,
a missionary, or a leader of GO International, but
for us he was Dad - an adventurous traveler, a lover
of games, an avid gardener, and a man who loved a

good three part harmony.

Dad was not a perfect father but his faith in
Jesus was genuine and his love for us was real. When
I was living at home, sometimes I would catch him
reading his bible, jotting down notes for his next
sermon in his tiny Chinese script. I'd find pieces of
scrap paper with his notes, not really knowing the
treasures of insight that were written down on them.
But these memories pointed to the fact that Dad’s
walk with the Lord was genuine and he wanted to
share the Bible’s truth with others.

At our house, Dad used music to bring us
together. We'd hear him start singing a hymn for
which we were asked to sing along in harmony. This
would lead to another song and another, filling our
house with praise. My earliest memory of me and
Dad singing was in the car on the way to preschool.
Dad taught me the verses to “Seek Ye First.” We sang
them together, in harmony and then as a round. It
was a moment of bonding for us, and whenever I
hear that song, I'm reminded of the time we had
together, as well as the message he was trying to

instill into my young heart.
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When we were young, Dad would
often plan an annual 2-3 week family road
trip across various parts of Canada and the
United States. Despite the long car rides,
these trips were filled with fond memories of
climbing rocks at National Parks, horseback
riding at Lake Louise, fishing by a small
pond, and cramming into cheap motels.
These especially were sweet for me because of
the time that it meant we could be together
as a family, away from the pressures of church
life. It allowed me to see and love the softer,
sillier side of Dad, and I cherished that

investment of time.

Later, as ministry became all
consuming, he switched gears, and when
possible, would bring the family along on
his trips. Something I'm learning to do with
my own family. I remember the summer of
1997. Dad, Mom, Iris, and Johan were all
in Cambodia serving the church there while
I was on a different missions trip in Hong
Kong. Little did they know they were going

to be in Cambodia during their Civil War.



They all got out of the country before the borders closed but Dad was more excited
to tell me about the military chopper flight that flew them to safety and didn’t think
twice about risking the family’s well-being. It’s that adventurous, risk taking spirit that

Dad gave to us as we've ventured into our own ministries and careers.

Dad loved his garden. He drew so many biblical analogies from growing things
and we would often see him out in the yard watering his plants. Everywhere he ever
lived, he was able to nurture and grow his plants and fruits, even with his crazy
traveling schedule. As I got older, I tried to speak his love language by growing fruit
trees of my own. Secretly, I wanted him to be proud of me for whatever produce I
could produce. However, my brown thumb could never work the wonders of his green
thumb, and he would always outproduce me. Even when he was sick and couldn’t go
out to maintain his plants, he was telling us to tend his garden. Perhaps, indirectly,
that also was a lesson Dad taught me. To bear any kind of fruit, I must nurture and

tend the garden.

These thoughts are just a handful of memories that I have of Dad. He has given

me life and showed me the Giver of Life. For this I am eternally grateful.

My dearest earthly father,

Though your body rests here, I know you are Home with our Lord Jesus
Christ. I hope your first breath in Heaven was gloriously deep and fulfilling.
You now know fully what we can only hope for and imagine. We long for
the day when we will be united with you and our other loved ones in God’s
Kingdom. Until then, explore the many wonders of the heavenly realm so you

can show us around when we get there.

We love you and miss you.

Your W% Caris,

HitEH R BY 1945-2020
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My dad was the type of man who could never sit still. Whether in life or in death, he was
always itching to DO something.

When I was a child, this energy and drive led to many family camping adventures, cross-
country road trips, outdoor activities, and travels around the globe. It also often led him away from
home and family life, to conferences, mission fields, seminaries, churches. He was always on the go,
but it was rarely for pleasure; instead, he was looking for where there was a need, where he could
serve, where he could have an impact. Through him, I learned to love travel and adventure as well

as develop a heart of service.

Though his natural state was to be on the move, there would be times when he would stop
and come to rest, when he would take a break from his travels and slow down. This was not time for
him to simply be idle, however. His mind was constantly at work. He'ld spend hours studying the
Bible or developing missions strategies. He would write sermons, books, articles, training material.
I remember how he would read from his Chinese Bible and simultaneously translate the passage

into English. I was always surprised at how accurate he was.

During his last years, months, and weeks, he packed in as much life and meaning as he could.
Even after his cancer treatment had weakened his immune system, he decided to take a trip to Asia
to train church leaders, visiting a different city every night like a rockstar on his farewell tour. He
recorded a message for an online conference from his hospital bed, even though he had just had
his lungs drained of fluid. When he decided to go into hospice, he still made short teaching videos
despite his need to lay down or use the oxygen machine to speak. He did not want cancer to have
the final word.

In the end, he went out like a champion, pushing hard until the very end to cross the finish

line. He left knowing he had made his mark and made his peace. His was a life well lived.

“I love you, Dad.”
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My Father was born towards the end of the Japanese
invasion of China. My Grandfather, who was a successful
businessman, had his small army completely wiped out
and was forced to flee to Hong Kong, leaving all of his
businesses behind to be destroyed. He named my Dad
roughly translating to Peaceful Country. Even from birth,
there was a sense that my Father’s life was destined for

something larger than himself.

When my Dad decided that he wanted to dedicate
his life to ministry, my Grandpa scoffed at him. How could
someone who wasnt particularly good at school or public
speaking become a pastor? On top of that, my Grandpa
saw it as a dead-end profession, all but ensuring financial

hardship and struggle to provide for one’s family.

Many years later, my Father preached while my
Grandpa sat in the congregation. He impressed my
Grandpa so much with his sermon that he immediately
changed his views, realizing that this was exactly what my

Father was called to do.

My Dad went on to serve the Lord for over 50 years,
founding a church in Edmonton, where I was born, and a
missions organization in Petaluma, where I grew up. The
boy that never did well in school, went on to earn Masters
and Doctorate degrees and authored many books. The
boy that lacked public speaking skills traveled the world
to preach in over fifty countries and almost all fifty of the

United States.
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When you dedicate your life to
serving the Lord as my Father did, there
is a cost. Everyone's cost is different
and you may not know what it will
be when you set off on your journey.
In many ways, I, along with my Mom
and sisters, were the ones who paid that
cost. My Father was never fully mine.
Even before my sisters and I were born,
he had already committed himself
to serving Jesus and that meant that
we would need to share him with the

world.

My Dad was gone for a lot of my
childhood and missed many events
that were important to me, but I
don't hold any of that against him. I
understand that he felt a calling upon
his life and I'm immensely grateful for
the opportunities that I was afforded

because of his dedication to ministry.
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My father brought me along to serve at an orphanage with no running water in
Northern Thailand. He took us to Cambodia for a summer to teach English to the
local youth, then got us evacuated out of the country in a military plane when civil war
broke out on the streets right outside of our apartment. He showed me that the world

was so much bigger than my life and my minuscule problems.

Even in his final weeks, as he struggled to breathe and was slowly losing his ability
to speak, he connected over the phone with a friend that he had met playing ping pong
and brought him to Christ. He was faithful until the end.

Dad, I am so proud of you and what you accomplished during your life. I love

you and will miss you until the day that I get to see you again.
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I’ll miss playing soccer
with you!

We miss you! Gong Gong.

S
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Remember going on that road trip




We miss you! Gong Gong.
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